Gospel of Matthew – Introduction
Reach, Grow, Serve and Reproduce; you can boil our Mission statement down to these four words. Why do we want to do these four things; because it’s a catchy phrase? No, we want to do them because that’s what Jesus did; that is what Jesus came for. He came to reach the lost and save them, He came to teach - helping us to grow in our knowledge of and in our relationship with God, He came to serve by healing and feeding and comforting people and He came to build His church - reproducing His ministry through us. Jesus came to save the lost, He taught us about Godly living, He modeled how to serve, and He expects us to help build His church. That’s why we want to do these four things.
As we put aside worldly concerns this morning I wanted to help you to focus by reminding you of who you are in Christ. It may help you to remember why church attendance is important for us. In 1 Peter 2:9-10 we read, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, (why?) so that you may proclaim the Excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

Look at the details of verse 9. That’s what God says about you. We tend to forget God’s words when the world says we are insignificant. You are significant; remember God does not make junk.

Today we’re going to start a verse by verse study of the Gospel of Matthew. 
The four gospels amount to the history of Jesus Christ on earth. There is extra-biblical documentation that adds to our knowledge of Jesus’ life; Josephus being one writer you may have heard of, but the Gospels give us most of His story. Tangentially, you may be surprised to know that the Koran also speaks of Jesus’ virgin birth and His second coming.

The individual gospels focus on different aspects or perspectives of Jesus’ life and ministry, and they were aimed at different audiences: look at this chart. This morning as we start our study of the Gospel of Matthew bear in mind that Matthew was writing to a Jewish audience and he wanted to convince them that Jesus is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. He wanted to prove to his peers that Jesus is the King of the Jews. That is his main theme.
Let’s start with a little background on our author. To begin with his name was Levi. Like a few other NT individuals – Barnabas (Joseph), Peter (Simon) and Paul (Saul) for example – Levi’s name was changed. (What were the others’ names?) Levi was a Publican, a tax collector. To do his job he had to be educated, he had to know how to read and write. He probably new Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek and also some Latin. Many believe the Gospel was written in Greek with some Aramaic terms embedded. Now it’s hard to say what would be the most disliked professional today, but it is almost undeniable that Tax Collectors were the most hated people in Israel at the time of Jesus. What professions would be on your list today?
They will know we are Christians by our love ( You guys are tough.
The Israelites loved their freedom and their independence. Since the Exodus they enjoyed both until they were conquered and exiled. But even in exile they were given a certain amount of autonomy. Being occupied by Rome was like being in a straight-jacket; they hated the Romans. And they hated the tax collectors more. Tax collectors not only took their money, but they worked for and helped the Roman overlords. Tax collectors were probably considered traitors working for the enemy, helping the Romans to rip off the Jewish citizenry. And the Tax collectors were known to rip off the people for their own gain as well; they weren’t honest and accountable like our tax assessments are today. We take Matthew for granted as a run-of-the-mill apostle. You don’t hear much about him outside of this gospel. So we forget that Jesus thought outside of the box when choosing Levi to be his disciple. Jesus was obviously not concerned with political correctness when putting together His team.
Matthew wanted to write to the Hebrew nation about Jesus and right off the bat he faced a challenge; a challenge that has arisen recently in modern day politics. Without getting into the political aspects of the challenge, there are some people today that question the legitimacy of Barack Obama to be our president based upon his nationality. Some people have raised questions about his citizenship. If you were in Obama’s corner what would you do to prove his legitimacy? Do you have any thoughts? Matthew faced a similar dilemma.
Jesus’ legitimacy to the title Messiah was a big deal to the Hebrews. Matthew knew he had a lot of criteria to fill and he decided to face the issue straight on. So, he starts his gospel with the genealogy of Jesus.
Genealogy and lineage were huge in the Hebrew culture. Your genealogy determined your inheritance rights to land and privilege. The country of Israel was originally divided up among ten tribes of Israel and two half tribes. The ten tribes derived their names from the sons of Jacob. But didn’t Jacob have twelve sons? It’s interesting that the one son that saved Israel from extinction, Joseph, doesn’t have a tribe named after him. Instead he’s replaced by the two half tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim named after Joseph’s sons. Okay, now we have thirteen “tribes”. Well, one tribe of Israel, the Levites, did not get land as an inheritance. The Levites were the priests of Israel and they weren’t compensated with land. They were compensated through tithes and sacrificial offerings. Some pastors are compensated that way today… so if any of you have extra chickens, bring one in next week.
In the first verse of Matthew we read: The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham: (Matt 1:1 NASB). This slide has some definitions for you to remember. And I want you to note that Matthew connects Jesus to David before he connects Him to Abraham. The prophets foretold that the Messiah would be a king establishing a kingdom in Jerusalem and he would come from the lineage of David. Now we know that Jesus died without establishing a kingdom in Jerusalem; and as we go through the gospel we will see how Matthew deals with this. But for now, let me read through the lineage and then I’ll have some comments on Jesus’ parentage. Matthew 1:2-17
He completes the lineage with a little number dropping, like name dropping. He says there are fourteen generations between Abraham and David, and fourteen between Davis and the exile to Babylon, and fourteen between the exile and Jesus. First of all remember that Matthew is an accountant and he loves to toss numbers around; secondly, the number seven is the number of perfection in Hebrew lore. So, fourteen is double perfection, right? The fact is that the Hebrews played with their genealogies, leaving out people they didn’t like and compressing several generations into one for special effect. Matthew massaged this list a little for his purposes.
That said, surprisingly he included a few unusual people in this list. To begin with he included four women in the first fourteen generations. Including women in a genealogy is very unusual. And on top of that, these women were gentiles. Matthew included Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba. We know that Tamar was a Canaanite and Ruth was a Moabite; Rahab was from the city of Jericho before the Jewish invasion, and Bathsheba was married to a Hittite. Since Matthew included them, let’s look at them a little more closely.

Tamar’s story is a little sad, but it highlights the importance of genealogy and lineage in the Hebrew culture. Her story is found in Genesis chapter 38. But first let’s look at Deuteronomy 25:5-6. 

If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband's brother shall take her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her. 6 The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel.

This is known as Levirate marriage: “levir” meaning brother-in-law in Latin.

The continuity of each family and the decentralized control of land through family ownership were basic to the Mosaic economy. Remember that the land was divided by tribe and the tribes wanted to maintain ownership of their land. Turn in your Bibles to Genesis chapter 38 and read along with me from verse 1 to 11. I’ll be reading the NIV translation. Genesis chapter 38.
At that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam named Hirah. 2 There Judah met the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua. He married her and lay with her; 3 she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, who was named Er. 4 She conceived again and gave birth to a son and named him Onan. 5 She gave birth to still another son and named him Shelah. It was at Kezib that she gave birth to him. 
Okay, so Judah now has three sons through a Canaanite wife. Let’s continue:
     6 Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so the LORD put him to death. 
     8 Then Judah said to Onan, "Lie with your brother's wife and fulfill your duty to her as a brother-in-law to produce offspring for your brother." 9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so whenever he lay with his brother's wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from producing offspring for his brother. 10 What he did was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so he put him to death also. Two sons down, one son to go.
     11 Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, "Live as a widow in your father's house until my son Shelah grows up." For Judah thought, "Shelah may die too, just like his brothers." So Tamar went to live in her father's house. Gen 38:1-11 (NIV) 

Notice that the second son didn’t want to create heirs for his brother. He probably figures the land would revert to him and younger brother Shelah. But God took care of his disobedience. Then, rather than risk losing his third son, Judah sends Tamar to her father’s house. We are to believe that Judah was not going to take the chance of losing Shelah when Shelah grows up; therefore in Judah’s mind Tamar was to remain a widow and childless for the rest of her life. Both of these conditions can be a challenge today, but they were very heavy burdens for the women of that day. The story goes on to say how Tamar fools her father-in-law and gets him to impregnate her and then she has twin boys, one of which is named Perez.

The story of Rahab can be found in Joshua chapter two and chapter six. Long story short, Joshua sent spies into Jericho before the Israelis attacked that city and Rahab protected the spies from capture and death. For her service, she and her family were spared when Joshua destroyed Jericho and all the people in it. The unique part of Rahab’s background is that Rahab was a harlot.

The third woman mentioned in the genealogy is Ruth. Her story has a Bible book all to itself. Ruth was a Moabitess and the daughter-in-law of Naomi an Israelite. Ruth loses her husband and becomes subject to the Levirate Law like Tamar did, but there are no brothers-in-law to fulfill the law. The difference between Ruth and Tamar is that Ruth’s story is sweet and uplifting and she ends up with a really nice, rich in-law named Boaz. Ruth is King David’s great grandmother. And also important to note, she and Boaz live in Bethlehem where David and Jesus are born. Bethlehem is part of the Messianic prophecies. Oh, did I mention that Rahab is Boaz’ mom?
And finally we come to Bathsheba. Does anyone not know the story of Bathsheba? Her story can be found in 2 Samuel chapter 11. She was married to Uriah a Hittite and one of David’s soldiers. She had an affair with King David and gave birth to Solomon. 
Most of the time we don’t dwell on this part of Jesus’ lineage and these types of relationships. In the stories of these four women we read about deception, prostitution, and adultery; not very wholesome images or a stellar family tree. But from a political sense Matthew puts it all out up front. And at the same time in so doing, he puts it behind us so he and his audience can move on with the portrayal of Jesus. He got it out, he put it behind, and he moved on. If I were to draw a moral parallel for us, I would say it is often best to come clean and put a bad situation behind you rather than try to cover it up and let it fester and pop up at the most inappropriate time.
The Devil wants you to stay in bondage to guilt and to be unsure of your relationship with God. The Devil tells you that God won’t forgive you and tries to keep you enslaved to guilt. Don’t rely on feelings; rely on what you know from God’s own word. You and I are forgiven, we are adopted children of God and nothing can ever change that.
Let me point out two more aspects of this genealogy. First, look at verse 16. It reads, “Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.” Note that it says Joseph the husband of Mary, not Joseph the father of Jesus. Joseph was Jesus’ stepfather, His legal father, not His biological father. Jesus was entitled to all the rights of inheritance and lineage from Joseph legally, but not biologically. And secondly note the red “whom”; the whom in this sentence is feminine, it refers back to Mary. Readers of the Greek manuscript would have recognized that.
For my next point I have to take you to Jeremiah 22:24. It reads, "As surely as I live," declares the LORD, "even if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull you off. 

And a little further down in verse 30 we read:  “This is what the LORD says: "Record this man as if childless, a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, for none of his offspring will prosper, none will sit on the throne of David  or rule anymore in Judah." 

Jeremiah is talking about the man at the top of our third column, Jeconiah. BTW, I added Jehoiakim his dad to the list; Matthew left him out for the sake of his number fourteen symmetry. Jeremiah said that none of his offspring will sit on the throne of David. Basically, He is saying that Jeconiah’s offspring will never rule over Israel again. And they never did. Jeconiah is the last official king of Israel by birthright. Nebuchadnezzar took Jeconiah to Babylon and put Zedekiah in charge. Zedekiah reigns for eleven years, but then we enter into Israel’s seventy year period of exile in Babylon, the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple and the history of Daniel the prophet. This 70-year period is concluded with a return to Jerusalem and the city’s rebuilding that we read about in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. But no offspring of Jeconiah ever return to the throne. Oh oh! Jeconiah is in Jesus’ lineage and yet God has cut off his offspring from ever ruling Israel; what does that do to Jesus’ credentials? 

Well fear not. You see, Mary is also a descendant of David and of the tribe of Judah. She has the same lineage as Joseph down to King David and then her family tree proceeds through David’s son Nathan not Solomon. When you have time you can read her genealogy in Luke chapter three. If we had to depend on Joseph for Jesus credentials we’d be in trouble; but Mary saves the day.
This slide is interesting because it shows the growth of Israel from Abraham to David. Israel reaches a high plateau but then we see the downward spiral morally from Solomon to Jehoiakim. Finally we see Jeconiah, the last king of Judah by birthright, exiled with the Israelites to Babylon and into bondage. And we see Jeconiah and his descendants’ cutoff from the throne and God’s favor. This slide shows a great nation, a nation specifically chosen by God slide into obscurity because of moral degradation and disobedience. Let me point out a few things.

As you read through the Old Testament you’ll read over and over again of people simply not listening and not doing what God told them to do. Starting with Adam and Eve, man just wants to do his own thing. We appreciate God’s love and favor and we call upon Him when we are in trouble, but when things seem fine, we want to do our own thing our way. We ignore Him until it is too late and we either get hurt or we lose His favor.
There is a lot happening in our country today and not all of it is positive. So let me share a final scripture for you to take home with you in the back of your mind. I heard an urban legend recently about England during WW2. 9PM.
I will stop here for now and pick up with verse eighteen in two weeks. 
