Matthew: Chapter 5 – 6/13/10
Up to now we have been discussing history and prophecy. How was Jesus conceived and where was He born; what prophecies did He fulfill? These are questions that Matthew wanted to answer for his audience. Remember his goal was to prove that Jesus is the Messiah foretold by the prophets. All of this is good and important or the Holy Spirit would not have included it in the Bible. Today however, we encounter Jesus’ teaching. His teaching to the people of His day and to us today. If you want to be a Christian, a disciple of Jesus, a Christ follower this material should be especially important to you. The year of Jesus birth and who was governor in His day is nice to know, but it won’t necessarily affect your behavior. Jesus’ words today were meant to impact our lives. 

Please write down in your bulletin notes these three words: Understand, Accept, and Assimilate.

When you read scripture that contains teaching for your life you have to strive to understand it. This may require some Study or Questioning on your part. When you understand what God is saying through the writer, then you have to decide whether you accept it or not. Does it apply to you today or was it meant for the people back then. And finally, when you accept that God’s word applies to you, then you have to assimilate it, like a sponge soaking up water, you have to make it a part of your life and your Christian walk.
Let’s pray: Father please join us and help us to grow.

In 1 Tim 3 the Bible says that if you aspire to be an Elder it’s a good responsibility that you desire to do. In his epistles apostle Paul lists the requirements for deacons and elders and the interesting thing is that all except for one are character traits. Good character is what you need to attain these roles in the body of Christ the church.
The Sermon on the Mount that starts in chapter five consists of five discourses, five parts. The beatitudes that we’ll read first describe character traits for us to emulate. Try to note the ones that you have and the ones that you need to develop bearing in mind that some of the attributes that Jesus wants us to have can only be attained by the Grace of God, not by our own volition.
Please open your bibles and let’s start reading in Matthew Chapter five, verse 1 through 10. 
Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matt 5:1-3 (NIV)
I’d like for you to replace the word Blessed with Joyful when you read these verses. Blessed here refers to the ultimate well-being or contentment and the distinctive spiritual joy of those who share in the salvation of the kingdom of God. If your faith tells you that you are saved from your sins and that you are going to heaven no matter what, then nothing else matters. If you hit the lottery great, but if you don’t hit the lottery everything is still great because ultimately you are going to heaven. We know that there are many people that are not blessed; they are not saved, they are not assured, and they are worried and afraid of death. Blessed describes the favorable circumstance that God has placed you into. In this verse the poor in spirit are people that are not spiritually proud and self-sufficient like some are; it describes people that are conscious of their hopelessness apart from divine grace, these are people that depend on God; and theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Is that you, is that me? Are we really grateful for our salvation by divine grace or do we think we had a hand in our salvation? If you are spiritually haughty you have the wrong attitude. Salvation by grace is implied in this opening verse that Jesus was sharing with the people of His day.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Matt 5:4 (NIV) Macarthur says this refers to mourning over sin, the sorrow that produces repentance leading to salvation. Being poor in spirit is properly followed by mourning for sin and its consequences. The comfort we attain is the comfort of forgiveness and salvation. Remember that you are going to heaven and in heaven there is no mourning and no tears, only peace and joy. Learn to be at peace with yourself in spite of your shortcomings. Don’t let guilt or your past keep you down, remember you are a new creation; you have been reborn spiritually.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Matt 5:5 (NIV) Meek here is another word for gentle, or better yet humble. The kingdom that Jesus preached is both in you and is yet to come. Blessed are the humble for they will inherit the earth. Scholars suggest the earth in this verse refers to the new earth referred to in Rev 21. Revelations speaks of our new bodies and the new heaven and the new earth; certainly something for us to look forward to.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Matt 5:6 (NIV)

The born-again person has a God-given hunger and thirst for righteousness, this is the byproduct of a regenerated life. God will give you the desires of your heart if you seek Him and make yourself available to Him. Too often He is calling us, but like Jonah we are running away rather than seeking Him and His righteousness. This verse speaks to the opposite of the self-righteousness of the Pharisees. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Matt 5:7 (NIV)

All of us have received mercy rather than justice. Because our sins have been forgiven rather than punished. You and I need to strive to be like Christ in this regard and show mercy to others as we have been shown mercy. Remember that mercy is unmerited favor… getting what you don’t deserve rather than what you do deserve. Believers in Christ receive grace rather than condemnation and we need to remember that and emulate it when dealing with others.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Matt 5:8 (NIV) Heart here refers to your whole being, including your mind, will, and emotions. You might want to write down mind will and emotions. You see, thoughts, ideas, reasonings, philosophies, and false religions are the ideological forts in which men barricade themselves against God and the gospel. That’s why Paul says he demolishes these arguments against the gospel. When we read where he says he takes every thought captive he is talking about destroying human and satanic wisdom and rescuing people from the lies that had them enslaved. But I’ve always read this verse to say that I have to take every thought captive and make them obedient to Christ. I have to stop my mind from wandering where it should not go. I’d be very surprised if we didn’t all have to do this from time to time.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Matt 5:9 (NIV) As Romans 12:18 tells us: If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. In so doing you will be reflecting the character of God and will therefore be called a child of God. When you have that positive relationship with God you will be at peace and then it should be easier to be an ambassador of God’s message of peace to others.
As you start to develop the traits and behavior that we have just described the world will notice that you are different. In fact, the world will see you as contrary to their way of living. Therefore He says.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Matt 5:10 NIV). One of our blessings is that we are not persecuted in this country for what we believe, not yet anyway. However, we need to pray on a regular basis for the persecuted church. The persecuted church consists of the believers in the 10-40 Window of the world. The 10-40 Window refers to the area bounded by latitude 10 through 40: North Africa, India, and Indonesia for example where Christians are persecuted and killed for their faith in Jesus. There are Christians in this hemisphere that are persecuted also, in Colombia for example. These believers and their pastors and local evangelists risk everything for their faith daily. Pray for them regularly. In the New American Standard translation this verse is in the past tense. This implies martyrdom and that the persecuted are in heaven already. The verse reminds us that Heaven is a future hope for us but a present reality for them.

Verses 11 and 12 complete the comments on persecution - Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matt 5:11-12 (NIV) This is the kind of persecution that we can expect.
The next four verses are called the Similitudes. We know these by heart. Let’s look at verse 13. You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. Matt 5:13 (NIV)

Back then salt was used as a seasoning and as a preservative. It’s pretty hard for our table salt to lose its flavor, but back then they used mineral salts from the Dead Sea and it could go flat. When you couldn’t use it for seasoning you could still through it on pathways to keep plants from growing. I believe that is what’s inferred here. 
But what is Jesus saying to us in this verse? We, you and I, are to be the seasoning in this world. We are to make things better through our presence and our actions. Salt can add flavoring, but it can also give thirst, melt coldness, and heal wounds. If we are salt we would do all of these things. We are also to preserve the truth and the word of God. If we don’t no one else will. That doesn’t mean that we have to become legalists like the Pharisees; but our Christian walk and demeanor, our peace under pressure, our joy in life should be attractive to others. We should be able to tell others that we are Christians through our behavior without having to beat them over the head with a bible. 

Look at the next verses:  You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Matt 5:14-16 (NIV)

Do you give light to everyone in the house, or do people just feel your heat? Let your light shine that men may see your good deeds and praise your Heavenly Father. Think about that, is that you. Do people look forward to your presence or do they dread it? Remember, darkness alone cannot dispel light, but a little bit of light dispels a whole lot of darkness. 
In the remainder of this chapter Jesus talks about different aspects of The Law. In general, when we speak of The Law, we are talking about the Torah, the five books written by Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. Jesus proceeds in His discourse to show the superiority of His message to the Law.
So let’s jump in with the next four verses: Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. Matt 5:17-20 (NIV)

In verse 17 we read: Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. From time to time you will hear Jesus mention the Law and the Prophets. Sometimes He will say the Law, the Prophets, and the writings or like in Luke 24:44 He’ll say the Psalms. In Hebrew tradition the Old Testament consists of three parts: The Law, the works of the Prophets, and everything else often called the Writings or the poetic books or in this verse, the Psalms. In Hebrew they form an acronym from the three parts and call their Old Testament the Tanakh. It cost me a few college dollars to learn that but I’m giving it to you for free.
But what is really important here is this: if you’re paying attention say amen. Here Jesus is affirming the inerrancy and absolute authority of the Old Testament as the word of God. He says, “I have not come to abolish but to fulfill the law; everything will be accomplished.” Let’s read the next two verses. Notice in verse 19 the phrase: whoever practices and teaches. Kingdom citizens, like you and me, are to uphold God’s law in our walk as well as our talk. By how we live as well as how we teach.
Look at verse 20, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees. Jesus expects us to have a deeper spiritual understanding and behavior than the superficial behavior of the Pharisees.
In several of the next verses Jesus quotes from the Ten Commandments and then expounds on what they actually meant, not how they were interpreted by the religious leaders. Let’s continue with verses 21 to 27 (Read).
Notice that verse 21 says, “You shall not murder.” Too many people quote it as thou shall not kill. There is a big difference. Governments can require killing as in capital punishment and war and permit it for self defense. Those actions are very different from murder.
Verse 22: Every one that is angry with his brother is guilty. The simple point is that anger and hatred in verbal abuse is similar to anger and hatred that lead to murder. They are both sinful and you should try to rectify the situation before you get to court and lose your shirt. Remember Romans 12:18 – be at peace with everyone?

Verses 27-30 (Read). Here Jesus is saying that lust is a very serious sin. And then in 29 and 30 Jesus reminds us that it is better to remove the cause of sin in our lives than to bear the penalty forever in eternity. Jesus is using hyperbole here, He is not advocating self-mutilation.

The point that Jesus makes in these first two contrasts is that sin is what is in your heart. Sin is what your intent is. Therefore hatred is like murder and lust is like adultery. You’ve done most of the work of sin in your heart and mind even if you don’t commit the actual act.

Verse 31 and 32 (Read). Let me spend a couple of minutes on this teaching. To begin with God does not like nor does He promote divorce. A certificate of divorce was created under Mosaic Law and permitted the men to divorce for any reason they wanted. In our culture today we take marriage and marriage vows too lightly. If you study scripture, God basically teaches one spouse per marriage and marriage until death. That said there are three reasons accepted for divorce. Each reason has fewer and fewer supporters in the clergy. The first one is given here; infidelity. It is almost universally accepted that one can get a divorce on the grounds of infidelity. Clergy will always suggest forgiveness and reconciliation if possible but just about everyone will accept divorce on these grounds. The second reason acceptable to some is when a believer is married to an unbeliever and the unbeliever wants a divorce. The clergy consider the marriage real but not complete; the divorce is kind of like an annulment, like the marriage wasn’t complete from the beginning. Again reconciliation is recommended. The third reason is a modern one and it revolves around spousal abuse. Most clergy would recommend separation and counseling, but some will recommend divorce if the abuse can’t be stopped permanently. 
Verse 33 through 37 (Read) Jesus is quoting from Leviticus here, not from the Ten Commandments. He is basically saying don’t make flippant, profane or careless use of oaths, especially those invoking the name of God. If you speak the truth all the time people will know that your word is good and you won’t need oaths. 

Verse 38 through 42 (Read) An eye for an eye was law that meant to insure that the punishment in civil cases fit the crime. It was not intended to sanction acts of personal retaliation. Basically Jesus is calling for a full surrender of personal rights. I hope you all know that back then the law permitted a Roman soldier to ask you to carry his gear for a mile. That is what it is referring to; and Jesus is suggesting that you go an extra mile.
Verse 43 through 48 (Read) The first part of verse 43 comes from Leviticus 19. But verse 44 is pure teaching from Jesus.
This slide is a summary of His teaching.

Okay now, I don’t know how many of you were keeping score, but how many of you feel that you fulfill all that Jesus taught in this chapter 100 percent? Raise your hand and I’ll give you a prize. Okay, I have to admit some of it is hard and maybe you’ll need a little time to understand it, accept it and assimilate His teaching into your life. But to simplify things, Jesus summarized His teaching in verse 48. Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matt 5:48 (NIV). That’s a lot simpler to understand isn’t it? How many of you think you can live up to that simple verse? 

In this verse Jesus sets an unattainable standard for us. It’s almost like saying earn your way into heaven; we can’t do it. As Jesus’ brother James said, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” James 2:10.

The good news is that Jesus Christ has met this standard on our behalf. 2 Cor 5:21 says, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Cor 5:21 (NIV)
Let’s pray.
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