September 12: Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 11
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 1 Peter 3:7 (NIV)
Notice the last phrase: so that nothing will hinder your prayers. Fellas, that’s very important to remember. While I have your attention I’ll point out that the Bible doesn’t say anything to women about hindering their prayers. I guess when a woman gets talking there is just no stopping her! I want you to know that this lectern is bullet proof on purpose. Let me share with the men ‘nine things that women say’. Men if you turn your bulletins over you can take some notes; and for some of you this may be life saving.

Nine things that women say:
1.  Fine: This is the word women use to end an argument when they are right and you need to shut up.

2.  Five Minutes: If she is getting dressed, this means a half an hour.

Five minutes is only five minutes if you have just been given five more minutes to watch the game before you have to start helping around the house.

3.  Nothing: This is the calm before the storm. This means something, and you should be on your toes. Arguments that begin with nothing usually end in Fine.

4. Go Ahead: This is not permission, this is a dare. Don't Do It!

5.  Loud Sigh: This is obviously not a word, but is a non-verbal statement often misunderstood by men. A loud sigh means she thinks you are an idiot and wonders why she is wasting her time standing here and arguing with you about nothing. (Refer back to #3 for the meaning of nothing.)

6. That's Okay: This is one of the most dangerous statements a women can make to a man. That's okay means she wants to think long and hard before deciding how and when you will pay for your mistake.

7. Thanks: A woman is thanking you, do not question it or Faint. Just say “You're welcome.”

Men, let’s practice: “Thanks!” Excellent!
8. Whatever: this is a woman's way of saying Forget You!

9. Don't worry about it, I got it: Another dangerous statement, meaning this is something that a woman has told a man to do several times, but now she is doing it herself. This will later result in a man asking “What's wrong?" And the woman's response will be, “Nothing”.
Let’s pray. Heavenly Father we thank you for the people that you bring into our lives. Help us to live in peace with those that we share a roof with. In Jesus’ name amen.
Today we’ll continue with our study of the gospel of Matthew. We’ll continue with chapter eleven. BTW, if you missed any of my sermons on Matthew, we’ve added them to our website. You can download the original documents and read them for yourself. I would challenge you to reread the scripture for each chapter as you read my message and see what the Lord has to say to you.
Please look at this slide. Too often people think that the Old Testament has no application for our lives today. That is simply not true. Jesus affirms here that He is not replacing the Old Testament’s teaching. For one thing, His life is a fulfillment of the messianic prophecies in the O. T. And secondly, He came to teach people, those in His day and us today, how to properly apply the O. T.’s teaching. Remember His words in chapter five: “You have heard it said, but I say to you…” With those words He introduced a belief based upon the O. T. followed by the correct interpretation or the correct application of that O. T. scripture. Too many people had developed a misunderstanding of God’s word and they were misapplying it in their daily lives.
Look at this verse. We read this verse in our study of chapter ten of Matthew’s gospel. I said in that study that we are now seeing the loving and meek stereotype Jesus becoming our Confrontational Lord. In the news this week, when speaking about the Florida pastor, I heard an announcer say that that’s not the Jesus that I know. I wanted to shout to the TV - read chapter ten of Matthew. We’ll see a little more of this stern Jesus today. I don’t say this for affect, but in my desire to teach the truth of the Bible. You see, too many people take God’s word and His teaching lightly, and they also take lightly God’s expectations for us as believers and as His children. God has a purpose for each and every one of us and it is not for us to be Christian couch potatoes, and it is also not to stay safe and sound in our prayer rooms. Once in a while we should recall the fate of the disciples; not just the twelve apostles, but all the others like Stephen for example, the first Christian Deacon to be martyred. There is a spiritual war taking place out there, and we are supposed to be soldiers in Christ’s army.
If you have your Bibles, please turn to Matthew chapter eleven. Let’s read verse one. (Read)
In chapter ten, Jesus gave the twelve disciples several apostolic powers. He gave them the ability to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with skin diseases, and to drive out demons. Starting in chapter ten the twelve are called apostles which means “sent out ones.”  Here at the start of chapter eleven we find all of them, Jesus and the twelve apostles, continuing to minister in the area around Capernaum. 
Let’s read verses two through six. (Read)

Of all the people in Jesus’ day, John the Baptist had to be one of the most surprised individuals of all. I don’t want you to think that he was dispirited or depressed, but he had to be surprised. From the scriptures that we have red, no one really knew who Jesus was except for John and mother Mary. John’s mom, Elizabeth, had an inkling and so did Zacharias, his dad. So did Simeon and Anna who were at the Temple when Jesus was dedicated. You can read about these four people in Luke chapter two. But at this time in our narrative, of these five people, only John the Baptist would still be alive; the others were already very old when Jesus was born.
Why would John be surprised? Well for one thing he is in prison and no one is trying to get him out. He probably expected to be ministering and evangelizing with Jesus and the apostles, not sitting in a dank dungeon. Secondly, while he can tell that Jesus is shaking things up in Israel, this messiah’s campaign is probably not what he expected to happen. “Well John, join the bandwagon;” at that time in history no one expected a messiah like Jesus.
So John sends his disciples to ask Jesus. “Are you the One, or should we be looking for someone else?” Jesus responds, “Tell him what you see.” Tell him about the miracles and the teaching and the revival that you see in your midst. - Indirectly Jesus is saying, “This is what I came to do John; what did you expect?” Here again, (point) Jesus is fulfilling prophecy. And His words would have reminded John of these verses from Isaiah. John would have understood Jesus’ reply.
Look at verse six for a second: Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." My translation reads: “And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.” - This is what I call a throw away verse. I call it that, because we read this verse and keep on going without giving it a second thought. But what is Jesus saying here, and who is he speaking about? The commentaries don’t elaborate on it, so we are free to decide for ourselves. Is Jesus speaking generally, “Blessed are those people who do not quit or take offense at Me?” Or is Jesus talking specifically to John, “John, you are blessed if you don’t quit now or if you don’t take offense at Me and the condition in which I am leaving you. John you have played your role, you have served God’s purposes very well, but this is as far as we will minister together.” Wow!
How would you feel if you were John and that is the message that was conveyed to you? “Thank you John, you did a good job, you are being decommissioned.” - Have you ever had a mountain top experience? Most people that go on short term mission trips for the first time experience a little of the mountain top. People that witness a miracle or an emotional acceptance of Jesus as Lord experience a little of the mountain top. It is such a state of peace and joy and fulfillment that most of us don’t want to come down from the mountain; we want to stay there as long as we can. And that’s where John was when he baptized Jesus. Imagine baptizing the Lord. But for most of us, John the Baptist included, we have to come down eventually and we have to continue to experience life in the valley.
Look at John. Have you ever given much thought to the life of your everyday prophet? In school we had a class just on the prophets. No pun intended; but these guys were wild and wooly. Matthew chapter 3:4 tells us, John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. And that was his Sunday go to meeting clothes!

The prophets had the most unique jobs and experiences in the army of God. They were the mouthpiece of God but more often than not they delivered news that no one wanted to hear. How would you like for a prophet to tell you tomorrow’s Pick 4 Lottery number? Sure you would; but how would you for like him to tell you you’re going to get a piece of glass in your eye, lose your sight, and there is nothing you can do to prevent it? - Nobody likes bad news, especially powerful people that are used to controlling the events around them. Kings and queens and high priests were usually the recipients of the prophets’ news; and they didn’t like it. Here’s a modern example: We have been warned for years about global warming and yet there are still people that contest its veracity or man’s contribution to the problem. And there are many more people that believe it exists but aren’t doing anything about it. “Okay, so we’re destroying the atmosphere and the ecological systems, but I’ll let someone else change their behavior; I need my creature comforts.” Frustrating right, but that’s the attitude that the prophets had to deal with all the time, plus they had to live with the people’s anger and hate.
Can you imagine a person that’s juiced up with adrenaline and rarely gets a good night’s sleep? That’s what a prophet was like. There’s no time for a full dissertation, but these guys were connected to God (that’s a lot of juice) and yet they had to deliver bad news to head chopping leaders that didn’t appreciate drama in their kingdoms (that would shorten my sleep cycle).
This next slide shows us some of the messages prophets delivered. (Read) And one challenge that I neglected to mention is that the Prophets didn’t have business cards to prove that they were prophets. While they were charged to deliver God’s message, how did anyone know that they were really God’s messengers; by their fancy clothes? My point is that John was a unique animal with a very tough job, and a lousy pension plan. Being a prophet was an uphill job all the way.
Let’s continue with seven through Eleven-A. (Read)

Jesus asks the people, what do you think of John and his ministry? What exactly did you go out to hear when you heard that he was preaching in the wilderness? You see, we forget today that the wilderness was a very dangerous place back then; there were dangerous wild animals and bandits and it wasn’t normal to go out there. The people had to have expected something really special to go out there and take a risk. Yet they went, just like we’d go to a dark and stinky auditorium to hear a hot music group. Don’t try to kid me; I’m sure that all of you did that when you were younger. So the people left their safe villages and went out to see and hear a guy in the wilderness with a special message. Jesus leads them down a path with His questions. He knows they went to see something special, so He asks: a reed, a suit, no, a prophet. He leads to the quote from Malachi chapter three; reminding them that John is the precursor to the Messiah. Jesus calls John a prophet, because John foretold Jesus’ arrival. John’s message was, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”. If John is that special prophet then Jesus is the messiah.
Let’s read 11 through 15. (Read)

John the Baptist is the last of the Old Testament prophets. Bear in mind that in Christ’s day there hadn’t been a prophet, officially, for four hundred years. So why do I say John is the last O.T. prophet? Because the New Testament age hasn’t started. In the very near future, Jesus is going to be crucified and resurrected ushering in the New Testament age. And John is not going to be around to witness that; that’s why we read in verse 11: yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John. 

You see, believers, after Calvary, participate in the full understanding and experience that John and some of the other prophets could only see in a shadowy form. They knew something special was coming but they didn’t know the details. Today you and I know the actual atoning work of Jesus Christ, they did not. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance for sin. It was not symbolic of Jesus’ death and resurrection like our baptism is today. Why, simply because Jesus had not yet accomplished His atoning sacrifice, His atoning death?
Matthew is careful in his gospel to make distinctions between the Old and New dispensations. Here he places John in a pre-Christian dispensation by placing him with the Old Testament prophets. Put your bulletin in your Bible and turn with me to Acts chapter 19. Follow along as I read verses 1 through 7. 

I feel that these verses in Acts speak for themselves, so let’s go back to Matthew and let me comment on verse 12 in chapter 11. (Read) In Luke 16 we find a similar verse (Read). It ends with ‘and everyone is forcing his way into it’. John MacArthur explains these verses this way: The Kingdom presses ahead relentlessly, and only the relentless press their way into it. It is not necessarily easy to be a disciple, but those with courage and faith will ignore the cost and the challenge and go and accept Jesus as Lord. Is that you? - These verses supports the comment by Jesus back in chapter seven (Read slide). So here is my question: are you relentlessly pressing your way into the Kingdom, or are you hoping to enter through a back door?
Please look at verse 14. (Read) John the Baptist is not the reincarnation of Elijah. But John’s ministry has the spirit and the power of Elijah’s ministry as foretold in Malachi, this time in chapter 4. Just an aside, Elijah is expected to return in the end times. He is considered to be one of the two witnesses that are mentioned in Revelation chapter 11. Moses is believed to be the other witness.
Let’s read verses 16 through 19. (Read)

Simply put, Jesus is saying that the religious leaders are like children that can’t be pleased. They criticized Jesus for being a party boy, but they also rejected John who practiced rigid abstinence and a Spartan lifestyle. You can’t please these guys. (Reminds me of women) Verse 19 ends by saying that both Jesus and John were wise in their lifestyles, and the proof is in the results of their respective ministry.
Let’s read verses 20 through 24. (Read)

These verses are self explanatory. On the map on your left you see Tyre and Sidon along the Mediterranean seacoast in modern day Lebanon. On the map on your right you see Capernaum, Chorazin under the red balloon, and Bethsaida the towns around the northern end of the sea of Galilee. Did I mention that we’d be reading a little more about our confrontational Lord? To quote Desi Arnaz, “Capernaum you in trouble.” I understand that today all three of these cities are just ruins and there are no plans to rebuild them.
Let’s read verses 25 through 27. (Read) 

There is a reversal in verse 25 of the comparison Jesus used in verse 16. In verse 16 He compared the religious leaders to children and said that they couldn’t make up their minds. In this verse they are the wise and learned and the followers of Christ are the children. Verse 27 would be pure blasphemy if Jesus was not God. This fact would not be lost on the people that He is speaking to.
Let’s finish the chapter. (Read)

These are popular words quoted by many people; you can hear an echo of the beatitudes in verse 28. Jesus is simply saying that His teaching and His way of living righteously is easier than the teaching and the way of the Pharisees. Righteousness, right standing with God, is easier Jesus’ way than by trying to follow all of the Old Testament Law. 
And so the chapter ends. It ends on an up note after covering a lot of sad news.
The chapter started with John in jail without a get out of jail card, then it mentioned the rejection of party boy Jesus and John the Spartan, it next mentioned the serious judgment facing the cities of Galilee, but then it finally ends with Jesus saying His lordship is easy. It concludes by saying that following our Lord leads to the blessing of salvation which is preferable to facing His judgment and the alternative. 

Are you trying to attain heaven by your own efforts? Whether you try following the Law of Moses or doing modern-day good works, Scripture tells us that you can’t succeed on your own. (Read)

Are you still living life your way like Frank Sinatra? Jesus says that if you are, you are going down a dead end street. (Read) 
What do you need to do? Look at this slide. Confess your sins and believe in Jesus from your heart. (Read) Jesus said, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Do you want to go through life with the world on your shoulders and with a painful eternity at its end? Or do you want to live a life of peace and fulfillment with heaven in your future? You decide, I’ll ask you for your answer at the benediction.

Let’s pray. Heavenly Father: The best and most important decision of their lives. In Jesus’ name, amen

