Good Morning and Happy Mother’s Day!

We have little gifts for you in the Narthex. If you didn’t get one yet, please take one on your way out. There should be enough for each woman here today, whether you’re a Mom or not. But please just one per customer. The Celosia on the left likes sun and the Coleus likes shade. 
You know, these flowers remind me of a story. While attending a Marriage Seminar, Walter and his wife Ann listened to the leader declare, "It is essential that husbands and wives know the things that are important to each other".  He then addressed the men asking: "Men, can you name and describe your wife's favorite flower?"
Confidently, Walter leaned over, touched Ann's arm gently, and he whispered, "Gold Medal, isn't it?"
And that’s when the fight started. 
Mary: Mother of God
Since the beginning of our ministry here at River Winds Community Church we have talked about outreach into the community and we have communicated a few ways that you can help to impact West Deptford. Here is a quick update of what River Winds has done in our first month: We collected $72 for Choices through the Baby Bottle campaign, since we didn’t have sign-ups for next week’s Homeless Outreach we donated the clothing collected to the seniors in Thorofare, we also donated 3 bags of Food to the PO county food drive that took place yesterday. This week we start a Bible Study, next Saturday we have a WAR, we had one last week, and next Sunday we have a Teen Service (explain – serving God).

Lastly, there is a Thank You from the National Park Celebration Committee (invite). Speaking of the NP Celebration Committee, they are having a Chicken Barbeque today from 12 to 4. We encourage you to get involved and help us to make an impact in West Deptford for Jesus’ sake.
Let’s Pray. Provision abundantly and beyond, we desire to share with community. Moms. In Jesus’ Name; amen.
You’ve heard it said that one has to be careful for what they wish for. Ladies, I thought I’d share with you an example of when that may be true. Now except for the mustache I don’t see a problem with this transformation, but maybe it’s just me. 

Last week we started a verse by verse study of the Gospel of Matthew. His gospel starts with the genealogy of Jesus; and I explained last week that Matthew surprisingly mentioned four women in his genealogy: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba. That was a pretty unique thing for Matthew to do back then. But then, Matthew completes his list in verse 16 with the words “Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born.” Jesus who is called the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One. 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba are interesting women in the lineage of Jesus, but this morning, on Mother’s Day, I thought we’d talk about the most important woman in Jesus’ life, His mother Mary. Mary; blessed among women.

If you have your Bibles please turn to Luke Chapter one. I will be reading from the NIV translation and I am starting with Luke chapter 1 verse 24 and 25. (Read verses) The speaker here is Elizabeth a relative of Mary. Last week I mentioned that widowhood and barrenness were burdens for the women in Jesus’ day. Especially barrenness; you see barrenness was assumed to be a curse and that’s why Elizabeth felt disgraced. You see, childlessness carried a reproach in that culture where blessings were tied to birthrights and to family lines. I don’t know her age, but the Bible says that she and her husband were advanced in years. And yet, in these verses we find that finally Elizabeth is pregnant, even if it is late in her life. Elizabeth, Mary’s relative, is the mother of John the Baptist.
Let’s continue reading from verse 26 and go thru to verse 38. (Read verses) The sixth month mentioned in verse 26 is the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. Please notice in verse 28 the beginning of the Roman Catholic prayer known as the “Hail Mary”. Verse 28 reads: "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." The Hail Mary starts with: Hail Mary full of Grace, the Lord is with thee.
But I think the neatest words in this sequence of verses are Mary’s response in verse 38. "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said."
That is a sweet response from a servant’s heart. Ladies put yourselves in her shoes, stop and think, how easy or how hard would it be for you to accept such an invitation even if it came from an angel?

Let’s continue reading from verse 39 through 42. (Read verses) Zechariah is Elizabeth’s husband. Please not that Verse 42 contains the next part of the Hail Mary. It reads, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! The prayer says, “Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.” 

But a little more importantly, read what Elizabeth says in verses 43-45: “But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" 
Elizabeth’s comments praise Mary for Mary’s faith in God. Elizabeth also deserves praise, because she too exhibited faith in accepting her pregnancy late in her life. But what’s cool in this meeting to me, is John the Baptist’s response while he is still in the womb: As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.  
What great joy is expressed in these verses. Everybody is excited, Mary, Elizabeth and an as yet unborn John the Baptist! At the end of chapter one, in verse 56, you will read that Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months and then Mary went home. Wow, how cool; everybody is happy and everybody is joy filled and both of these women are looking forward to their new babies.

Now I can’t relate to the relationship between a Mom and a daughter, but I can understand the relationship between a Mom and her son. Let me segue for a minute to share a light note with you. We all know that boys are slower than girls in their development.  Boys develop speech slower and they potty train later. So this picture should bring a smile to any Mom that’s raised a boy. Of course there’s a story behind the picture.
Little three year-old Billy is sitting on the toilet. His mother thinks he has been in there too long; so she goes in to see what's up.  She sees Little Billy reading a book.  But about every 15 seconds or so, he puts the book down, grips onto the toilet seat with his left hand and hits himself on top of his head with his right hand.

His mother asks: "Billy, are you all right? You've been in here for a while."

Billy says:  "I'm fine, mommy. I just haven't gone potty yet."

His mother says: "Ok, you can stay here a few more minutes. But Billy, why are you hitting yourself on the head?" Billy replied, “It works for ketchup mommy!”
Okay, let’s pick up the story of Mary in Luke chapter two. When we last left Mary, she had just visited her relative Elizabeth, and everybody was excited and filled with joy at their pending births. Let’s read from Luke chapter two verses 1-3. (Read) So Cesar Augustus declares a census. This decree actually established a cyclical census much like ours, except for them it was every fourteen years instead of every ten years. Their old census was to count males for military duty, this new one was so they could impose a Poll Tax; basically a head tax on each person. As verse three says, everyone was required to travel to their home town. Let’s stop a second. Cesar Augustus, Quirinius, the census, and the Poll Tax can all be verified through historical documents; and the people did have to travel to their hometown in the lands of their tribe. Joseph and Mary had to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem. And as you can see on this map, Joseph and Mary have a long overland trip and she’s in her ninth month of pregnancy. This trip is literally the equivalent of traveling from North Jersey to Burlington County on foot over very difficult terrain and without cruise control or air conditioning. But here’s the bottom line; they end up in Bethlehem. Bethlehem, the town where the Messiah’s birth was foretold by Micah the prophet four hundred years earlier. Isn’t it neat the way God works things out for His purposes? And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who are called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28 (NASB)

 As a new Jewish Mom, Mary had to participate in a few Jewish customs in very short order. After Jesus is born He has to be circumcised on the eighth day, even if it’s a Sabbath. The eighth day was also when a child’s name was usually given. On His thirty-first day Jesus had to be redeemed because He was a firstborn child Let me explain – since Passover. And finally, on the baby’s fortieth day Mary had to complete a cleansing ceremony for herself (Lamb and dove). So as you can see, it wasn’t easy being a new Jewish Mom back then any more than it is to be a new mom today. 
Luke wraps up this chapter of Mary’s life in verse 39 of chapter two where he says, “When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth”. Luke skips over the story of the Wise Men’s visit and Joseph & Mary’s flight to Egypt. I’ll discuss both of those when we continue with the Gospel of Matthew in two weeks. 
But, Luke concludes his second chapter with the only other story of Jesus’ youth before His adult ministry starts. Of course, it’s another typical preteen event to drive a mother crazy. Let’s read verses 41 thru 51. (Read verses). 
Let me explain the background to the story. First of all, all the Israelites tried to visit the Temple at least once a year. Passover week was the most popular time, kind of like New Year’s Eve in NYC or Mardi gras in New Orleans. Scripture says that Mary and Joseph went every year. We don’t know if they took Jesus every year, but this year He is twelve so it’s important that He goes. Next year He’ll be thirteen and have His bar mitzvah. So this year is His pre bar mitzvah training year; He has to prepare for the tests that He’ll get at thirteen, and going to Jerusalem during Passover is a great learning opportunity. Now here’s my theory on why they lost Him for a day and neither knew it. Before He was twelve He always traveled with Mary.
This story in Luke concludes our savior’s youthful history. Nothing more is said about Jesus before He becomes a man and starts His earthly ministry. The next episode between Mary and her Son is at the wedding in Cana about eighteen years into the future; and there we read that Jesus gave her a little push back because He said that it was not time yet for His ministry. Can you imagine Jesus giving Mary a little lip? He doesn’t actually, and He does make the wine as she asks; I’ll explain the details on another day. But once again I am trusting that you Moms with sons can relate to these stories of Jesus’ as a youngster and how frustrating sons can be; but if you can’t, look at this short modern day mother-son exchange and see if you can relate to it.

Ah, there is nothing like the love between a Mom and son.

As I said before, except for the Passover trip to Jerusalem we don’t know much about Mary’s time with Jesus in His youth. In fact, the Gospels don’t tell us very much more about Mary and her day to day life. I can share that life was hard for both men and women back then. They didn’t have electricity and running water nor modern communication or transportation. Without refrigerators food had to be obtained and be prepared daily, mainly by the women. Without stoves, fuel had to be collected and food had to be cooked over an open fire or on hot rocks. It was physically a very hard life.
Let me share three verses with you quickly and then I’ll bring our discussion to a close. The first is from Matthew chapter 12. I would write it down in your notes. (Read verse) The second verse is from Acts chapter 1. (Read verse) The last are from Mark chapter 6. (Read verses) The last verses took place in Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth. That’s when Jesus said that a prophet is not honored in his hometown; with good reason. My point with these three verses should be obvious. It’s simply that Jesus was born of a virgin, but that Mary did not remain a virgin. She and Joseph had other children - sons and daughters. I chose the three verses because they were by different authors: Matthew, Mark and Luke. Apostle John also referred to Jesus’ brothers in his gospel. Someone might argue with you that the word ‘brothers’ refers to the Apostles and that is the case in other verses, but in these verses they refer to Jesus’ siblings, his stepbrothers and stepsisters. It can be a little confusing as you read through the scriptures when you see names that are repeated but that refer to different people. That is why I strongly recommend a Study Bible. To complete this little sidebar, in case you didn’t know, the Book of James was written by Jesus brother James and the book of Jude was also written by Jesus’ brother, His brother Jude, called Judas in these verses.
The rest of Mary’s story in scripture is filled with heartbreak and sorrow. She knew her Son was the son of God. She knew her Son was the Messiah. She must have thought like many people back then that He would institute His kingdom on earth and she probably awaited His kingdom expectantly. She had to be proud, as only a Mom can be proud, of how He handled Scripture, and of how He healed hundreds and fed thousands. And what mother wouldn’t be attuned to the various stories and rumors about her child? Mary knew what was going on right through to Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem for His last Passover. Remember that Palm Sunday when they sang hosannas to Jesus? And she treasured it all in her heart. 

And then there was His arrest, His phony trial, His scourging, the long walk to Calvary and finally His crucifixion. 
Of all the people on that day she had to be the most perplexed. Her head had to be spinning: my son is dead, He is innocent but they crucified Him! How could they, why should they, my God where are you in all of this?

Mary knew He was God, Mary knew He was the Messiah… an angel told her so. But now He is lying in a tomb. How heartbroken must she have been; and how confused?

The good news is that she saw Him rise again. And after three days in hell her heartbreak had to turn to joy as the pieces finally came together for her. 
Is there a message for you in today’s sermon? What’s the takeaway from this morning’s message? Being a Mother is hard work, even being the Mother of God. Motherhood is often unrewarded and sometimes taken for granted. Sometimes you have no support. And yet it is the most important responsibility in life. Individually we each should be very grateful for our moms. Men, if you have young children, step up and show your wife how much you appreciate what she does for your children. Finally, whether we say it or show it often enough, you Moms need to know that we love you and we do appreciate you very, very much. In today’s culture that also includes stepmoms; a role that sometimes only increases the challenges of raising children. We pray God’s favor and blessing, strength and perseverance for all the Moms, especially those here this morning. Happy Mother’s Day!
Let’s Pray.
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